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Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held at Rushton Methodist Chapel on Thursday, August 3rd     

2023 

Chairman    

Vice Chairman  Mr R Steele 

Councillors Mrs M Bostock  Mrs V Burns         Mrs D Hobbs              
Mr M Chester                            Mr D W Lovatt                    Mr J Pollard      
Mr J Woolley  

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence  

Mrs S Hughes, who arrived just as the meeting was closing 

 

2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting, held on June 22nd 2023 

These had been circulated and were signed as correct, by the Vice Chairman 

 

Matters arising from the minutes 

    2.1  Highways 

 Following a road traffic accident, the fence at the side of the feeder, by the “Royal Oak” has been 

demolished and needs repairing.    Ref.No. 4316477 

 Grass verge, opposite side of road from Ian Anker’s, encroaching onto road.  Unsafe for 

Lengthsman to rectify 

 Following letter to Ian Ankers 

 You are perhaps unaware, however we have been informed that greenery from your property is 

encroaching onto the grass verge on the Leek to Macclesfield Road. 

As detailed in the Highways Act 1980 s 154 the owner/occupier of a property has a legal 

responsibility to ensure that the public highway adjacent to their property is not obstructed by 

vegetation from their property. 

Could you please give this matter your attention? 
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 Numerous very wide potholes in Dingle Lane, especially on opposite side of road from ménage 

Ref.No.4316488 

National Speed Limit sign out of Rushton towards Macclesfield is leaning after being hit Ref.No. 

4316489 

Flexible verge posts required on grass verge at junction of Dingle Lane and Beat Lane 

Ref.No.4316480 

Pothole recently repaired in Charles Knowles Lane, the tarmac has come out!  New Ref. No. 

4337617 

 

Following letter to Highways:- 

Pipe blocked on roadside, near to Lower Brown Edge Farm, Newtown, Biddulph 

 and 

Overgrown trees and bushes at bottom of Leek Old Road, Rushton Spencer. 

This involves two properties in particular, “Rivendell” and “Hillside” 

“Hillside” is ok with trimming the vegetation back, but “Rivendell” are refusing to allow any 

trimming back in the front of their house. 

Residents and farmers needing to use this road are complaining that these branches force them to 

drive in the oncoming carriageway, which makes the road dangerous and causes damage to their 

vehicles.  

Can you please advice as to what action needs to be taken in these circumstances? 

 

Cllr. Heath has visited the site of these trees and stated that if delegated further up the S.C.C. 

ladder they would not be deemed “very high priority” 

 

Clerk to telephone S.P.C.A. for their view on the situation. 

__________________ 

  

 Laminated cardboard cut outs, are now in place on side of road in Beat Lane  

 “Please Slow Down” and “Speed Kills” are featured on 2 children holding signs. 

 Invoiced received for £234.00 inc. V.A.T. 

 

Sides of roads onTunstall Road to Bosley – significant drop on either side of road   
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2.2 Houses at Marsh Mews, Macclesfield Road, Rushton Spencer 

 Not complying – in breach of set of conditions 

 

 Chairman to draft a letter for Dane Housing and S.M.D.C. and send to Cllr. Goodfellow for response 

 Draft now sent   C/F to next meeting 

 

2.3 Drummer’s Knob 

Cllr. Goodfellow is now progressing in taking the job on. Interviewed Roger Steele and written to 

two neighbours for information.  One is believed to have responded. 

Paperwork in 1976 or before needed. 

 Cllr. Chester to look through previous minutes in the late 1970’s. 

 This has now been completed.  Permission to go ahead now been granted 

 

  2.4 Restoration of feeder 

 Margaret Clark, prior to the start of this Meeting discussed this topic with Councillors and 

Parishioners  

 Notes from Viv Burns in “Link” and Julian Ruddick’s reply. 

 

     2.5  Chairman’s Sunday 

 To take the format of a Church Service and then a Village Social at the “Royal Oak” 

 The Chairman to enquire of the price of a buffet at the “Royal Oak” 

 

     2.6 S.M.D.C. 

 Bin for the rubbish at north end of Rudyard Lake. Why at least £250 to empty? 

 Horton P.C. will contribute 

 

     2.7  Defibrillator at Woodhouse Green 

 A defibrillator is hopefully to be placed here at no charge for the actual defibrillator. 

 Electricity needs to be connected. Last notice of the charge for this was £1,807.00 in July 2022. 

 In March 2021 was £650 
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Latest: - Ask Norma Hawkins for contribution towards electricity 

Reply: Norma has contributed £250.00 

What is the most recent estimate to provide the defibrillator? 

7 households in the vicinity 

 

Change of location?  Anyone willing to have a defibrillator, outside their property, in the Cloudside 

area?  Cllr. Pollard to ask. 

 

Letter received, offering funding.  Clerk to make further enquiries. 

 

3.  Declaration of Interest 

None 

 

      4. Planning 

       4.1       SMD/2023/0317 Erection of holiday lodge to replace former timber holiday cabin with 

associated access, parking and infrastructure at Little Lymford Farm, Tunstall Road, Bosley 

 Members of Rushton Parish Council have no objections to this Planning Application 

 

     4.2 DOC/2023/0043 Discharge of condition 6 relating to DET/2023/003 at Stanley Farm 

Bungalow, Dial Lane, Congleton, Staffordshire  SK11 ORU             None 

Members of Rushton Parish Council have no objections to this Planning Application 

 

   5.                Correspondence 

    5.1  Letter from Rushton Church 

Thank you for your lovely letter. 

Members of Rushton Parish Council decided that they would be willing to pay 1/3 (One 

third) of the total cost. 

That is if the Church would also contribute 1/3 and Heaton Parish Council the other 1/3. 

They would have preferred a wooden notice board, but understand your reasons for 

choosing otherwise. 
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Parish Council would like to be supportive of what the Church requires 

 

6. Finance 

 Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 

 

 Current Account 

 Balance b/f         £      9,029.60 

 August 

 Rushton Methodist Church £          20.00 

J A F Graphics       234.00 

W C Prince and Son      667.50 

Balance in account         £     8,108.10 

 

Defribulator Account 

Balance  £653.53 

 

7. Open Forum 

 Rushton Chapel to be sold in near future 

  

 Position of Coronation Bench? 

 

 List to be drawn up of names of representatives of organisations within the Parish 

 

 `Cllr. Lovatt to check location of reported black silage bags, near to the Railway Track, opposite side 

of the road from Wall Hill Farm 

 

 Draft Neighbourhood Plan, now moving forward. 
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 Apply for demolition order at Marsh Mews? 

 

 Road problems from Pecks House Farm through to Woodhouse Green  

  

 Hillside Farm, Cloudside, Congleton.  Buildings left to decay.  Owned by The National Trust. 

 Do they have any future plans for this property; we could share with the Parish? 

  

  

  8. Date of the next meeting   

Now – the first Thursday in the month              October 5th 2023 at 7.30 pm 

          

                                                         Signature______________    Date__________
  


