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Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held on Thursday, January 4th 2024 

Chairman  Mrs S Hughes  

Vice Chairman  Mr R Steele 

Councillors Mrs V Burns             Mr M Chester              Mr D Lovatt      
Mr J Woolley  

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence  

Mrs M Bostock, Mrs D Hobbs, Mr J Pollard  

 

2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting, held on November 2nd 2023 

These had been circulated and were signed as correct, by the Chairman 

Proposed by Cllr. Chester, seconded by Cllr. Steele  

 

3. Declaration of Interest 

None 

 

4. Planning Applications 

4.1 SMD/2023/0535 Portal frame calf rearing unit for the purposes of agriculture. The proposed     

building will be a dedicated building designed for the rearing of calves focusing on the health and 

welfare of the calves at Sprinks Farm, Dingle Lane, Rushton Spencer, Staffordshire SK11 ORX 

    Members of Rushton Parish Council have no objections to this Planning Proposal 

  

    5. Matters arising from the minutes 

    5.1  Highways 

 Following a road traffic accident, the fence at the side of the feeder, by the “Royal Oak” has been 

demolished and needs repairing.    Ref.No. 4316477 



2 
 

 Numerous very wide potholes in Dingle Lane, especially on opposite side of road from ménage 

Ref.No.4316488 

National Speed Limit sign out of Rushton towards Macclesfield is leaning after being hit Ref.No. 

4316489 

Flexible verge posts required on grass verge at junction of Dingle Lane and Beat Lane 

Ref.No.4316480 

Pothole recently repaired in Charles Knowles Lane, the tarmac has come out!  New Ref. No. 

4337617 

 

Overgrown trees and bushes at bottom of Leek Old Road, Rushton Spencer. 

This involves two properties in particular, “Rivendell” and “Hillside” 

“Hillside” is ok with trimming the vegetation back, but “Rivendell” are refusing to allow any 

trimming back in the front of their house. 

Residents and farmers needing to use this road are complaining that these branches force them to 

drive in the oncoming carriageway, which makes the road dangerous and causes damage to their 

vehicles.  

Can you please advice as to what action needs to be taken in these circumstances? 

 

Cllr. Heath has visited the site of these trees and stated that if delegated further up the S.C.C. 

ladder they would not be deemed “very high priority” 

 

Clerk has telephoned the S.P.C.A. for their view on the situation. 

They advised that the Chairman should contact the P.C.S.O. explain the situation and ask for advice. 

__________________ 

 Laminated cardboard cut outs, are now in place on side of road in Beat Lane, now moved to Old 

Road  

 “Please Slow Down” and “Speed Kills” are featured on 2 children holding signs. 

 One of these has unfortunately been vandalised.  Cllr. Woolley has received money from the 

offender for a new one to be purchased.  This one has been repaired. Thanks to Cllr. Woolley 

 In future, to check with nearby properties, to see if they are ok with these signs being placed in 

their vicinity. 

 Awaiting update from Cllr. Burns as to whether the new one is ready yet. 

 New one now ready for installation 



3 
 

Sides of roads onTunstall Road to Bosley – significant drop on either side of road  

Water boiling up on main Road opposite the Old Vicarage 

Old Road. Junction of Meerbrook Road – grids blocked and overflowing 

 

What are our main priorities? 

 

  5.2 Restoration of feeder 

 Cllr. Chester to contact Ray Perry to see if there are any further developments 

 Ongoing 

 

     5.3  Chairman’s Sunday 

 To take the format of a Church Service and then a Village Social at the “Royal Oak” 

 The Chairman to enquire of the price of a buffet at the “Royal Oak” 

 Waiting to engage with the Churchwarden, Kate Brown to try and fix a date for the Service. 

 Ongoing 

 

     5.4  Defibrillator at Woodhouse Green 

 Change of location?  Anyone willing to have a defibrillator, outside their property, in the Cloudside 

area?  Cllr. Pollard to ask. 

Letter received, offering funding.  Clerk to make further enquiries. 

Jenny Lyons registered an interest in having the defribulator outside her property. 

 

`   5.5 Hillside Farm 

Following letter to National Trust:- 

Hillside Farm, Cloudside, Congleton and owned by The National Trust has been left to decay’ 

Why is it empty? Do you have any future plans for it that we could share with the Parish? 

We await your reply. 

Phone call received. 
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Bid has been forwarded to the National Trust to bring the property up to standard.  Unfortunately, 

it is one of many sent in to the Headquarters. 

Make further contact in the spring 

 

5.6 Position of Coronation Bench/Bus Stop 

Cllr. Steele and Cllr. Bostock, to look if the Bus Stop is still there on the Main Road.  If so then it is to 

be placed there, on the opposite side of the road from Jim Hallam’s Garage 

Bus stop in trees in John Cook’s hedge.  Ask his permission to tidy up the area and put “Bus Stop” 

more nearer to the road. 

 

 6.                  Correspondence 

  6.1  Neighbourhood Plan 

  1st draft has been forwarded to S.M.D.C.       Asked for help in completing 

 

7.  Clerk’s salary for 2023/24 

  As the Clerk left the meeting before this was discussed, this is not known. 

 

8.  Wood Treatment Works 

  New planer been installed with 3 more scheduled.  Makes very loud noise.   

  Consult with Jo Cox, S.M.D.C. rep. 

 

9 Lights at school car park 

 Estimate of £100 - £120. Parish Council to cover the cost. 

 

10. Finance 

 Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 

 

 Current Account 
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 January 

 Balance b/f in account         £     8,088.10 

 Parish precept paid in      1,800.00 

 Rushton C. Of E. School    £20.00 

 J Sherratt     £421.35 

 W C Prince and Son    £400,00 

Balance c/f          £     9,166.75 

Defibrillator Account 

Balance  £653.53 

 

9. Open Forum 

 Signatories at Bank.   Cllr. Steele to make enquiries 

 

 Telephone Box at Woodhouse Green 

 Top leaning, glass missing, metal work in need of attention.  Needs painting. 

 

 Seat by Noticeboard on main Road 

 Needs painting/varnishing 

 

 Could Councillors have a look at the old map of Heaton/ take copies?   

Sent back to Archives Dept. some months ago. 

  

 10. Date of the next meeting   

Now – the first Thursday in the month               

 Later altered to January 4th 2024         

               Next Meeting – February 4th 2024                                          
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  Signature______________    Date__________  


