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Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held on Thursday, September 9th 2023 

Chairman    

Vice Chairman  Mr R Steele 

Councillors Mrs D Hobbs              Mr D W Lovatt                    Mr J Woolley  

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence  

Mr M Chester, Mrs M Bostock, Mrs V Burns, Mr J Pollard  

Mrs S Hughes, who arrived just as the meeting was closing 

 

2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting, held on August 3rd 2023 

These had been circulated and were signed as correct, by the Vice Chairman 

 

3. Declaration of Interest 

None 

 

4. Planning Applications 

4.1      SMD/2023/0272` Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use of sited caravan at Saxons Croft, 

Charles Knowles Lane, Rushton Spencer SK11 ORB 

 Members of Rushton Parish Council fully support this Planning Application 

 

4.2 SMD/2023/0247 Installation of an air source heat pump at Wellbeach, Askerbank Lane,   

Rushton Spencer, Staffordshire SK11 OQU 

  Members of Rushton Parish Council have no objections to this Planning Application 
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4.3  SMD/2023/0425 Removal of condition 1 relating to SMD/1998/0210 (formerly SM98/0123)   

Appeal Reference T/APP/83438/A/00/1023357 at Stanley Farm Bungalow, Dial Lane, Congleton, 

Staffordshire  SK11 ORU 

Members of Rushton Parish Council fully support this Planning Application 

 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 

    5.1  Highways 

 Following a road traffic accident, the fence at the side of the feeder, by the “Royal Oak” has been 

demolished and needs repairing.    Ref.No. 4316477 

 Numerous very wide potholes in Dingle Lane, especially on opposite side of road from ménage 

Ref.No.4316488 

National Speed Limit sign out of Rushton towards Macclesfield is leaning after being hit Ref.No. 

4316489 

Flexible verge posts required on grass verge at junction of Dingle Lane and Beat Lane 

Ref.No.4316480 

Pothole recently repaired in Charles Knowles Lane, the tarmac has come out!  New Ref. No. 

4337617 

 

Overgrown trees and bushes at bottom of Leek Old Road, Rushton Spencer. 

This involves two properties in particular, “Rivendell” and “Hillside” 

“Hillside” is ok with trimming the vegetation back, but “Rivendell” are refusing to allow any 

trimming back in the front of their house. 

Residents and farmers needing to use this road are complaining that these branches force them to 

drive in the oncoming carriageway, which makes the road dangerous and causes damage to their 

vehicles.  

Can you please advice as to what action needs to be taken in these circumstances? 

 

Cllr. Heath has visited the site of these trees and stated that if delegated further up the S.C.C. 

ladder they would not be deemed “very high priority” 

 

Clerk to telephone S.P.C.A. for their view on the situation. 

Awaiting their response. 

__________________ 
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 Laminated cardboard cut outs, are now in place on side of road in Beat Lane, now moved to Old 

Road  

 “Please Slow Down” and “Speed Kills” are featured on 2 children holding signs. 

 One of these has unfortunately been vandalised.  Cllr. Woolley has received money from the 

offender for a new one to be purchased. 

 In future, to check with nearby properties if they are ok with these signs being placed in their 

vicinity. 

 

Sides of roads onTunstall Road to Bosley – significant drop on either side of road  

  

5.2 Houses at Marsh Mews, Macclesfield Road, Rushton Spencer 

 Nothing further to report 

 

5.3 Drummer’s Knob 

 Nothing further to report 

 

  5.4 Restoration of feeder 

 Nothing further to report 

 

     5.5  Chairman’s Sunday 

 To take the format of a Church Service and then a Village Social at the “Royal Oak” 

 The Chairman to enquire of the price of a buffet at the “Royal Oak” 

 

     5.6 S.M.D.C. 

 Bin for the rubbish at north end of Rudyard Lake. Why at least £250 to empty? 

 Horton P.C. will contribute 

 

     5.7  Defibrillator at Woodhouse Green 

 A defibrillator is hopefully to be placed here at no charge for the actual defibrillator. 

 Electricity needs to be connected. Last notice of the charge for this was £1,807.00 in July 2022. 

 In March 2021 was £650 
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Latest: - Ask Norma Hawkins for contribution towards electricity 

What is the most recent estimate to provide the defibrillator? 

7 households in the vicinity 

 

Change of location?  Anyone willing to have a defibrillator, outside their property, in the Cloudside 

area?  Cllr. Pollard to ask. 

 

Letter received, offering funding.  Clerk to make further enquiries. 

Registered an interest 

`  

5.8 Silage bags 

Cllr. Lovatt to check location of reported black silage bags, near to the Railway Track, opposite side 

of the road from Wall Hill Farm 

No action to be taken – on private land 

 

   5.9 Hillside Farm 

Following letter to National Trust:- 

Hillside Farm, Cloudside, Congleton  and owned by The National Trust has been left to decay’ 

Why is it empty? Do you have any future plans for it that we could share with the Parish? 

We await your reply. 

 

   6.                Correspondence 

      6.1 Communications with landowners 

In future, if any complaints forthcoming from Council, try to see the landowner in person first, 

before sending a letter. 

 

7. Finance 

 Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 
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 Current Account 

 Balance b/f         £      8,108.10 

 September 

 Balance b/f in account         £     8,108.10 

Rent of ground                           £      20.00 

Balance c/f          £     8,128.10 

Defribulator Account 

Balance  £653.53 

 

7. Open Forum 

 Position of Coronation Bench? 

  

 Cllr. Lovatt has received a request re a Bridleway, which is in need of clearing.  In the vicinity of 

Long Edge and Newtown Roads 

 Chairman to contact a Ranger  

 Councillors to meet there on September 24th 2023 at 7.00 pm to assess the situation 

 

8. Date of the next meeting   

Now – the first Thursday in the month              October 5th 2023 at 7.30 pm 

          

                                                         Signature______________    Date__________
  


