
1 
 

Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the A.G.M. and Parish Council Meeting, held on Thursday, May 16th 2024 at Rushton 
School at 7.30 pm 

Chairman  Mrs S Hughes  

Vice Chairman  Mr R Steele 

Councillors Mrs M Bostock  Mrs D Hobbs   Mr M Chester  
Mr D W Lovatt   Mr J Pollard    Mr J Woolley 

  

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

No Parishioners turned up for the Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Mary Freeland, a representative from Connect Fibre, a Broadband company addressed the meeting 

 

1. Apologies for absence  

Cllr. J Cox, Mrs V Burns  

 

2. Election of Chairman to Rushton Parish Council 2024/25 

   Cllr. Hughes was proposed by Cllr. Steele, seconded by Cllr. Hobbs and she accepted 

 

3. Signing of Acceptance 

  This was held over to the next meeting 

 

4. Election of Vice- Chairman  

Cllr. Hughes proposed Cllr. Steele, seconded by Cllr. Hobbs and he accepted  

 

5. Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting, held on April 4th 2024 

 Proposed by Cllr. Chester, seconded by Cllr. Steele, that they be signed as correct. 
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6. Declaration of Interest 

None 

 

7. Planning Applications 

  7.1 DET/2024/0011  Application to determine if prior approval is required for a Propose3d 
Change of Use of agricultural building to 1 dwellinghouse (Use Class C3 and for building operations 
reasonably necessary for this conversion at Stanley Farm Bungalow, Dial Lane, Congleton, 
Staffordshire SK11 ORU 

  

  7.2 SMD/2024/0174 Loft conversion including construction of new dormers and alterations to 
external building fabric to include new dormer porch to front elevation and landscaping works at 
Badgers Croft, Leek Old Road, Rushton Spencer, Staffordshire SK11 ORN 

 Members of Rushton Parish Council have no objections to this Planning Application 

 

  7.3 DOC/2024/0027 Land East of Sugar Street, Rushton Spencer, Staffordshire, SK11 OSE.  
Discharge of conditions 10, 13, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 28 in relation to SMD/2022/0532 

 Members of Rushton Parish Council are concerned re the amount of water, which could cause 
flooding on the Main Road. 

 

7.4 SMD/2024/0190 Single Storey extension at Sprinks Farm, Dingle Lane, Rushton Spencer, 
Staffordshire SK11 ORX 

Members of Rushton Parish Council fully support this Planning Application 

 

  8. Matters arising from the minutes 

  8.1  Highways 

 Numerous very wide potholes in Dingle Lane, especially on opposite side of road from ménage 
Ref.No.4316488 

National Speed Limit sign out of Rushton towards Macclesfield is leaning after being hit Ref.No. 
4316489 

Flexible verge posts required on grass verge at junction of Dingle Lane and Beat Lane 
Ref.No.4316480 

Pothole recently repaired in Charles Knowles Lane, the tarmac has come out!  New Ref. No. 
4337617 
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Overgrown trees and bushes at bottom of Leek Old Road, Rushton Spencer. 

This involves two properties in particular, “Rivendell” and “Hillside” 

“Hillside” is ok with trimming the vegetation back, but “Rivendell” are refusing to allow any 
trimming back in the front of their house. 

Residents and farmers needing to use this road are complaining that these branches force them to 
drive in the oncoming carriageway, which makes the road dangerous and causes damage to their 
vehicles.  

Can you please advice as to what action needs to be taken in these circumstances? 

 

Cllr. Heath has visited the site of these trees and stated that if delegated further up the S.C.C. 
ladder they would not be deemed “very high priority” 

 

Clerk has telephoned the S.P.C.A. for their view on the situation. 

They advised that the Chairman should contact the P.C.S.O. explain the situation and ask for advice. 

__________________ 

 Laminated cardboard cut outs, are now in place on side of road in Beat Lane, now moved to Old 
Road  

 “Please Slow Down” and “Speed Kills” are featured on 2 children holding signs. 

 One of these has unfortunately been vandalised.  Cllr. Woolley has received money from the 
offender for a new one to be purchased.  This one has been repaired. Thanks to Cllr. Woolley 

 In future, to check with nearby properties, to see if they are ok with these signs being placed in 
their vicinity. 

 Awaiting update from Cllr. Burns as to whether the new one is ready yet. 

 New one now ready for installation in Sugar Street 

 Clerk to remind Cllr. Woolley 

 

 Crashed up car parked at Hanging Gate 

 The Chairman to telephone P.C.S.O. 

 Does the car have any insurance? Parked on pavement 

 Sides of roads on Tunstall Road to Bosley – significant drop on either side of road CW12 3QE 
Ref.No. 
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Old Road. Junction of Meerbrook Road – grids blocked and overflowing 

Pothole outside Hayes Farm entrance in Dingle Lane 

 

Pothole outside Pyatts Barn Farm entrance in Dingle Lane 

 

Pothole outside Bandridge Cottage in Beat Lane 

 

Pothole on Main Road, near to Hanging Gate 

 

Pothole outside Saxons Croft in Charles Knowles Lane 

 

Pothole outside entrance to New House Farm in Charles Knowles Lane 

 

Pothole outside Royal Oak on Main Road in centre of road 

 

Pothole outside the entrance to Toft Green Farm, Tunstall Road 

 

Will Highways finance gully emptying?  Which grids have been emptied? 

 

Weight restriction sign needed on road leading to John Cook’s.  “Unsuitable for heavy goods.”  Ask 
Highways. 

 

  8.2 Restoration of feeder 

 Cllr. Chester to contact Ray Perry to see if there are any further developments 

 Ongoing   Waiting for money 

 

     8.3  Defibrillator at Woodhouse Green 

 Letter received, offering funding.   
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Jenny Lyons registered an interest in having the defribulator outside her property. 

The Chairman to make further enquiries on www.defibgrant.co.uk 

S.M.D.C. will pay expenses of defibrillators for 2 years 

Chairman to liaise with John Miller of First Responders 

 

   8.4 Position of Coronation Bench/Bus Stop 

Cllr. Steele and Cllr. Bostock, to look if the Bus Stop is still there on the Main Road.  If so then it is to 
be placed there, on the opposite side of the road from Jim Hallam’s Garage 

Bus stop now repositioned where it should be. 

Waiting for base to be put down by Winston Prince 

 

8.5 Neighbourhood Plan 

  1st draft has been forwarded to S.M.D.C.       Asked for help in completing 

  Jennifer Ross to meet with the Chairman and Cllr. Burns 

 

     8.6 Wood Treatment Works, Bosley 

  New planer been installed with 3 more scheduled.  Makes very loud noise.   

  Consult with Jo Cox, S.M.D.C. rep. 

  The Clerk to write to our M.P.  Dame Karen Bradley 

  Some of our residents in Staffordshire live in close proximity to the Wood Treatment Works 
which are in Cheshire. 

 These planers make an unbearable type of noise and can be heard some distance away. 

 

 There is now a proposal to build 66 houses nearby. 

 Our Councillors would be very grateful if you could object to the planers and houses on our behalf. 

 Thank you 

 

 Noise Abatement Monitoring Equipment has been to the site, but planers were not in use at the 
time. 
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 8.7 Telephone Box 

 This has now been temporarily repaired. 

 Necessary parts can be purchased.  Cllr. Lovatt to provide the link 

 

8.8 Lights in School Car Park 

 This is still ongoing. Parish Council to bear the cost 

 

   8.9 Houses on Sugar Street 

 Demolition site 

Unsecure site 

Building Control 

Gates now locked 

Neighbours filter beds, within this ground 

  

 Liquidator had sent architect to visit. 

 

 9.                  Correspondence 

    None. 

 

10.  Finance 

 Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 

 Current Account 

 May 

 Rushton School      20.00  

 Zurich Insurance     315.38 

 Stu’s Loos      204.00   
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Defibrillator Account 

Balance  £ 653.53 

 

11. Open Forum 

    Tree blocking footpath in Tanhouse Lane 

 

 Speeding in Sugar Street 

 

  12. Date of the next meeting    

Next Meeting – Thursday, June 6th 2024 at 7.30 pm                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Signature______________    Date__________  


