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Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held at Rushton Methodist Chapel on Tuesday, January 
17th 2022  

Chairman  Mrs S Hughes 

Vice Chairman  Mr R Steele 

Councillors Mrs D Hobbs               Mr M Chester                       Mr D W Lovatt                    
Mr J Woolley  

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

1. Apologies 

Mrs V Burns, Mrs J Matravers, Mr O Goodfellow 

 

2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting, held on December 6th 2022 

The Chairman signed the minutes as correct 

 

3. Declaration of Interest 

None 

 

4. Planning 

4.1 SMD/20220653  Construction of a detached timber frame classroom at Rushton C of E 
Primary School, Sugar Street, Rushton Spencer  

 Members of Rushton Parish Council fully support this Planning Proposal 

 

   5. Matters arising from the Minutes 

  5.1 Highways 

 The Clerk had sent all the outstanding highway concerns via email to Gill Heath C C. 

 New Reference Numbers have been issued for the following:- 

 Sugar Street    4251084 

 This had been incorrectly reported under trees/hedges/weeds. 

 Highways Inspector to visit again 

 Pothole, Alley Lane  4251098 
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 Another 2 potholes there. Report again.  Ref.No .4273314 

 Even more potholes in this location 

 

 Following a road traffic accident, the fence at the side of the feeder, by the “Royal Oak” has been 
demolished and needs repairing.  Gill Heath to report. 

 From memory this was about Christmastime last year.  Nothing has ever happened. 

 

 Pothole on top of Beat Lane, by the junction of Long Edge Road.  Ref. No 4289130 

 Still waiting 

  

 Cover missing on a Utility Service hole on the pavement opposite Rushton Garage on the Main 
Road. 

 Pavement opposite Hallam’s Garage on Main Road needs tarmacing 

  

 Grass verge, opposite side of road from Ian Anker’s, encroaching onto road.  Unsafe for 
Lengthsman to rectify 

 

 New problems 

 Pothole near to Old Smithy on Beat Lane 

 Pothole, near to Holmlea, before the fork in the road  

Numerous very wide potholes in Dingle Lane, especially on opposite side of road from ménage 

Pothole outside Ash Lea, Beat Lane 

 
National Speed Limit sign out of Rushton towards Macclesfield is leaning after being hit    

__________________ 

  

 How many accidents in area within last 3 years?  Cllr. Goodfellow to investigate 

   C/F to next meeting 
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 Volunteers wanted for “Speedwatch” 

 Cllr.  Hobbs reported back 

 Not much progress in restarting “Speedwatch” 

Cost of digital cameras? 

Crowd funding? 

Could schoolchildren make cardboard cut outs, to be placed on side of Main Road? 

 

 Speed cameras – still under review.  White lines completed. 

 

5.3 Houses at Marsh Mews, Macclesfield Road, Rushton Spencer 

 Not complying – in breach of set of conditions 

 

 Chairman to draft a letter for Dane Housing and S.M.D.C. and send to Cllr. Goodfellow for response 

 Draft now sent 

 

 C/F to next meeting 

 

5.4 Drummer’s Knob 

Cllr. Goodfellow is now progressing in taking the job on. Interviewed Roger Steele and written to 
two neighbours for information.  One is believed to have responded. 

 No further information available 

 

 5.5 Restoration of feeder 

 No further progress, names given for consultation: - Mark Heath and Simon Martin  

 Trying to contact someone for comments on Feeder and adjacent footpath, and state of wall on 
opposite side of road from Royal Oak to Sandbank Farm 

  

Following letter to Richard Perry, at Canals and Rivers Trust:- 

 

 We have been trying to make contact with you for over a year. 
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 The wall on the opposite side of the “Royal Oak” in Rushton Spencer is in need of attention.  This 
wall goes towards Sandbank Farm on the Macclesfield Road. 

 We also need your input into the overgrown “Feeder” footpath, and what the Canal and River Trust 
intend to do about it. 

 Can you or one of your representatives make contact with us, so that we may discuss the situation? 

 Thank you  

 

 They have responded. We await feedback 

 

 5.6 Sugar Street Development 

 Properties not yet been sold, there may be a proposed solution to the drainage problem. 

 Drilling soak away to Moss Side? 

 Nothing further to report 

 

 5.7 Chairman’s Chain  

 Clerk and Cllr. Steele to provide a list of past Chairmen so that they can have their names put on a 
bar on the chain 

. Cllr. Chester now in charge of this 

 Decided to have a batch of years put on for each Chairman, where applicable 

 6 links needed at an approx. cost of £200.00 

 Better container for chain needed 

 Chairman’s Sunday 

 To take the format of a Church Service and then a Village Social 

 

 5.8 S.M.D.C. 

 Rubbish at north end of lake. Why at least £250 to empty? 

 Ref: THQNQMCN 

 Chairman to pursue and maybe ask Horton P C for a contribution 
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5.9 Mr Palmer 

A cream mini, not taxed, no SORN, no M O T on the road by the Hanging Gate.  A wheel is on the 

road. 

Clerk has contacted Laura Peacock, P.C.S.O. Officer and left a message, but she has not responded. 

Clerk to contact 101 

Update, no caravan, mini removed 

  

5.10 Horton Hay House 

 Following letter had been sent to the Environment Department, S.M.D.C. in July again this year:- 

 Can you please reply to the following letter which was sent to you in March this year? 

 

 It has been brought to our attention that there is an untidy eyesore at Horton Hay Farm, Newtown, 
Biddulph, Stoke - on - Trent, ST8 7SW  

 This includes burning of rubbish, storage of waste  

 Can you please give this matter your most urgent attention? 

 

 Reply eventually received in October by email. 

 Basically, no action from Denis Colgan, Pollution Officer was to be forthcoming 

 

 Email sent in return:- 

 Enclosed 2 photographs taken at Horton Hay Farm. 

 Could we ask you to look again at this property, as we are not sure if you have visited the correct 
address? 

 Appears to have been tidied up 

 No further update 

 

  5.11 Steps at Dye house Lane 

 Clerk has reported this problem by email 
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  5.12  Defibrillator at Woodhouse Green 

 A defibrillator is hopefully to be placed here at no charge for the actual defibrillator. 

 Electricity needs to be connected. Last notice of the charge for this was £1,807.00 

 

Contact Dane Valley First Responders for advice re funding 

 

Latest: - Ask Norma Hawkins for contribution towards electricity 

 

6. Correspondence  

S.M.D.C. 

  6.1 Parish Precept 

 Cllr. Chester proposed that it remain the same as last year i.e. £3,600, (Three thousand and six 
hundred pounds), seconded by Cllr. Steele with all in favour. 

   

 6.2 Chairman’s Sunday at Horton 

 Chairman, Clerk and Partners invited to a Service at Rudyard Methodist Chapel on Sunday, 
February 19th at 11.00 am.  

 

 7. Finance 

 As Clerk and chequebook not present no transactions could be made. 

   Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 

 Current Account 

 Balance b/f         £      8,151.02 

 December 

Rushton Methodist Church  £          20.00 

Rushton Methodist Church   £          20.00  

W C Prince and Son                £        464.00 

 J Sherratt          £        401.15 

   Salary    April – June 2022     £        375.00 

   Expenses            £          26.15 
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 Balance in account         £     8,647.02  

 

 Co-op Bank 

 Interest to close             .51 

            £    2,018.10 

 Paid into Nat West Bank        £    2,018.61  

 Balance now at NatWest Bank  

            £ 10,665.63 

  

8. Open Forum 

   8.1 Cllr. Chester inquired if Parish Council Meetings could be held on Licensed Premises? 

   8.2 After bring invited to attend our Meetings, why is the P.C.S.O. never seen in Rushton? 

   8.3 Unanimously agreed to award the Clerk an 8% pay rise, to be effective from 01/04/23 

   8.4 Clerk to send letters to houses at the bottom of Old Road asking them to cut their hedges.  More 
information needed re addresses of properties. 

  

  9. Date of the next meeting               Tuesday, February21st   2023 at 7.30pm   
       

                                                         Signature______________    Date__________
  


