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Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held at Rushton Methodist Chapel on Tuesday, April 18th    
2023 

Chairman  Mrs S Hughes  

Vice Chairman  Mr R Steele 

Councillors Mrs V Burns         Mrs D Hobbs               Mr M Chester                       
Mr D W Lovatt                    Mr J Woolley  

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

1. Apologies 

Mrs J Matravers 

Mr O Goodfellow did not attend 

  

2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting, held on March 20th2023 

The Chairman signed the minutes as correct, after adjustment to Mr Anker’s’ letter 

 

3. Declaration of Interest 

None 

 

4. Planning 

4.1 SMD/2023/0159 Proposed new single storey extension to rear and side of property at The 
Fox, Beat Lane, Rushton Spencer, Staffordshire SK11 ORU 

 Members of Rushton Parish Council have no objections to this Planning Proposal 

 

   5. Matters arising from the Minutes 

  5.1 Highways 

 Pothole, Alley Lane  4251098,   Ref.No .4273314 

 Even more potholes in this location.  Ref.No.4326069 

 

 Following a road traffic accident, the fence at the side of the feeder, by the “Royal Oak” has been 
demolished and needs repairing.    Ref.No. 4316477 
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 Grass verge, opposite side of road from Ian Anker’s, encroaching onto road.  Unsafe for 
Lengthsman to rectify 

 Following letter to Ian Ankers 

 You are perhaps unaware, however we have been informed that greenery from your property is 
encroaching onto the grass verge on the Leek to Macclesfield Road. 

As detailed in the Highways Act 1980 s 154 the owner/occupier of a property has a legal 
responsibility to ensure that the public highway adjacent to their property is not obstructed by 
vegetation from their property. 

Could you please give this matter your attention? 

  

 Numerous very wide potholes in Dingle Lane, especially on opposite side of road from ménage 
Ref.No.4316488 

National Speed Limit sign out of Rushton towards Macclesfield is leaning after being hit Ref.No. 
4316489 

Flexible verge posts required on grass verge at junction of Dingle Lane and Beat Lane 
Ref.No.4316480 

 

Following letter to Highways:- 

Pipe blocked on roadside, near to Lower Brown Edge Farm, Newtown, Biddulph 

 and 

Overgrown trees and bushes at bottom of Leek Old Road, Rushton Spencer. 

This involves two properties in particular, “Rivendell” and “Hillside” 

“Hillside” is ok with trimming the vegetation back, but “Rivendell” are refusing to allow any 
trimming back in the front of their house. 

Residents and farmers needing to use this road are complaining that these branches force them to 
drive in the oncoming carriageway, which makes the road dangerous and causes damage to their 
vehicles.  

Can you please advise as to what action needs to be taken in these circumstances? 

__________________ 

  

 Laminated cardboard cut outs, to be placed on side of Beat Lane?  

 “Please Slow Down” and “Speed Kills” to be featured on 2 children holding signs. 
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 Suggested locations 

By “Earlsway”, Near to Mr Batt’s, and before “Old Crown” 

 

5.2 Houses at Marsh Mews, Macclesfield Road, Rushton Spencer 

 Not complying – in breach of set of conditions 

 

 Chairman to draft a letter for Dane Housing and S.M.D.C. and send to Cllr. Goodfellow for response 

 Draft now sent   C/F to next meeting 

 

5.3 Drummer’s Knob 

Cllr. Goodfellow is now progressing in taking the job on. Interviewed Roger Steele and written to 
two neighbours for information.  One is believed to have responded. 

Paperwork in 1976 or before needed. 

  

  5.4 Restoration of feeder 

 No further progress, names given for consultation: - Mark Heath and Simon Martin  

 Trying to contact someone for comments on Feeder and adjacent footpath, and state of wall on 
opposite side of road from Royal Oak to Sandbank Farm 

  

Following letter to Richard Perry, at Canals and Rivers Trust:- 

 

 We have been trying to make contact with you for over a year. 

 The wall on the opposite side of the “Royal Oak” in Rushton Spencer is in need of attention.  This 
wall goes towards Sandbank Farm on the Macclesfield Road. 

 We also need your input into the overgrown “Feeder” footpath, and what the Canal and River Trust 
intend to do about it. 

 Can you or one of your representatives make contact with us, so that we may discuss the situation? 

 Thank you  

 

 They have responded. We await feedback 

 Clerk to email Richard Perry for update 
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5.5  Chairman’s Sunday 

 To take the format of a Church Service and then a Village Social 

 

 5.6 S.M.D.C. 

 Rubbish at north end of lake. Why at least £250 to empty? 

 Ref: THQNQMCN 

 Chairman to pursue and maybe ask Horton P C for a contribution 

 

 5.7  Defibrillator at Woodhouse Green 

 A defibrillator is hopefully to be placed here at no charge for the actual defibrillator. 

 Electricity needs to be connected. Last notice of the charge for this was £1,807.00 in July 2022. 

 In March 2021 was £650 

 

Latest: - Ask Norma Hawkins for contribution towards electricity 

 

   6.  Correspondence  

  S.M.D.C. 

   6.1 Parish Council Elections 

 7 Councillors completed their Nomination Forms.  Therefore 2 vacancies 

 

  7. Finance 

 Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 

 Current Account 

 Balance b/f         £     10,004.23 

 April 

 Grant from S.M.D.C.     250.00 

 Parish Precept                1,800.00  

Rushton Methodist Church £          20.00 
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J Sherratt          £         390.05 

  Salary – October - December  

         2022  £375.00 

Expenses              £ 15.05 

 

 Balance in account         £  11,644.18 

    

8. Open Forum 

 Village Plan needs finishing 

 Brian and Helen Beech have volunteered, along with Cllr. Viv Burns 

 

 Letter to Environmental Dept. re Horton Hay House, to be resent 

 

  9. Dates of the next meetings               A.G.M.      Tuesday, May 16th 2023 at 7.00 pm 

        June 20th 2023 at 7.30 pm 

          

                                                         Signature______________    Date__________
  


