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Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held at Rushton Methodist Chapel on Tuesday, May11th 

2021  

Chairman  Mrs S Hughes 

Vice Chairman  Mr R Steele 

Councillors Mrs V Burns   Mrs J Matravers  Mr M Chester      
Mr D W Lovatt                            Mr J Woolley    

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

1. Apologies  

Mr O Goodfellow, Mr D F Trueman. 

 

Everyone present were seated at least 2 metres apart’ and all wore face masks 

All furniture was wiped with anti-viral spray 

 

2. Election of Chairman to Rushton Parish Council 2021/22 

Proposed by Cllr. Lovatt, seconded by Cllr. Chester, that Cllr. Sam Hughes remain in office 

for another year.  With all in favour. 

Cllr, Hughes accepted the proposal.  Cllr. Lovatt thanked her for all her work on behalf of 

the Council.  All in favour. 

 

3. Signing of Acceptance 

Held over to the next meeting 

 

4. Election of Vice- Chairman  

Proposed by Cllr. Hughes, seconded by Cllr. Burns That the Vice-Chairman, Cllr. R Steele 

stays in office with all in favour 

Cllr. Steele accepted the proposal 

       

5. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting, held on March 16 2021 

5.9 Delete. No litter picking sticks are available at Rushton Garage, otherwise correct 

Mr Robert Milne is not keeping the website up to date. Cllr. Hughes to investigate. 
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6. Approval of the Accounts of Rushton Parish Council for the financial year ending March 31st 

2021 

Approved by Cllr.Burns, seconded by Cllr. Woolley, with all in favour. 

 

7. Declaration of Interest 

8.1 Cllr. Steele 

8.2, 8.3, 8.4 Cllr. Burns 

8.5 Cllr. Chester 

 

   8. Planning 

     8.1 SMD/2021/0234 Erection of detached 3-bed house and a single garage with 

alterations to Holly House, Sugar Street, Ruston Spencer, Staffordshire SK11 OSG  

 Members of Rushton Parish Council object to this Planning Proposal 

▪ This is a renewal of Planning Permission granted in 2017 

▪ Building and parking has now altered considerably in Sugar Street 

▪ This Proposal is over development and over powering 

▪ Planning issues already on Sugar Street 

▪ A very large house for this area overlooking Alley House 

▪ The Parish Council would welcome a Planning Proposal for a single storey dwelling 

 

     8.2 SMD/2021/0291 Change of use of redundant barn to form single dwelling with 

associated  parking and amenity space at Willowshaw Farm, Cloudside, Congleton, 

Staffordshire CW12 3QQ 

 The Parish Council are concerned that 1 house on this site becomes 6. 

This is overdevelopment in a rural environment on a single track road. 

------------------------------ 

The Parish Council object to overdevelopment on this site’ 

However if an application for the barn to be incorporated into the existing house then the 

Parish Council would have no objections 

     8.3 SMD/2021/0292 Alterations and two storey rear extension at Willowshaw Farm, 

Cloudside, Congleton, Staffordshire CW12 3QQ 
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 The Parish Council are concerned that 1 house on this site becomes 6. 

This is overdevelopment in a rural environment on a single track road. 

------------------------------ 

 The Parish Council object to this Planning Application as part of an overall plan, due to over 

development. 

 They would however, be supportive of an application to increase the size of the house by 

utilising the existing adjacent barn. 

 

     8.4 DET/2021/0019  Change of use of agricultural buildings to four dwelling 

houses at Willowshaw Farm, Cloudside, Congleton, Staffordshire CW12 3QQ 

The Parish Council are concerned that 1 house on this site becomes 6. 

This is overdevelopment in a rural environment on a single track road. 

------------------------------ 

 Overdevelopment and issues with onsite parking due to the addition of 4 houses. 

 The Parish Council is also conscious of the need to protect the trees to the north of this 

building. 

 

     8.5 HEATON PARISH 

 SMD/2021/0099 Erect a stilted timber framed dwelling at land cornering Rudyard 

Road and Gun Hill Road, Meerbrook, Staffordshire  

 The Parish Council decided against commenting on this Planning Application which would cause 

destruction of woodland. 

  

 The Clerk to ask for paper copies of plans 

  

    8.6 SMD/2021/0258 Agricultural building at Heath View, Cloudside 

 Clerk to ask for extension 
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9. Matters arising from the Minutes 

9.1 Highways 

 At the end of January 2020, 40mph signs should have been replaced by 30mph signs, all through 

Rushton.  This has now been done! 

 Residents have noticed the difference in speed reduction. 

 Less vibration in nearby properties 

  

 Water running down Sugar Street, outside school wall Ref.  No. 4203828 

Report again. Health and Safety hazard to Schoolchildren.  New Ref. No.4226090 

 

A problem with signs from Beat Lane going through to Rudyard Lake has been passed on to C.C. G 

Heath 

 

Cllr. Chester is responsible for looking into the problem into wooden railings leaning near to the 

house belonging to Kate Brown on Beat Lane. 

Stephen Holford.  S.C.C. has reported back to Cllr. Chester. 

 S.C.C. is willing to provide posts and rails, if the owner of the property will erect them. 

 Cllr. Chester to speak to Cllr. Trueman who will liaise with the owner 

 Roger Bailey to erect the fence for Kate Brown 

 

 Overgrown trees 

Clerk unable to talk to anyone at Canals and Rivers Trust.  Will keep trying. 

After filling in an online questionnaire with an agreement of response within 7 working days, still no 

response 

Clerk has asked Cllr. Chester to discuss this matter with the Ranger, who has agreed to go and look 

at the problem 

Wall has now been hit in same area.  Cllr. Chester to speak to Ranger. 

 

 Overgrown tree branches 

 Catching lorry mirrors on the A523 in-between the “Royal Oak” and Sandbank Farm 

Ref.No.4226092 
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       Closure of Dingle Lane 

   To be shut for 1 day beginning on December 17th over the next five days. 

   This did not happen!  Might have happened since!  It appears to have been part patched 

 

Pothole in-between Royal Oak and Rushton Cottage in Sugar Street SK11 OSE Ref.No.4230155 

 

Pothole in Alley Lane just below School House SK11OSG Ref.No. 423056 

 

Tarmac rising by kerb in front of Old Vicarage garden on Main Road SK11 ORN Ref.No 4230157. 

 

Flooding in front of Drummer’s Knob in dip. Referred to C.C. Mrs C G Heath 

 

Grid 6 inches higher than the road in Dingle Lane  at SK11 ORX.  For anyone on pushbike, this is an 

accident waiting to happen 

Ref.  No,  

 

Large pothole in road below Gablestones on Beat Lane.  SK11     Ref.No. 

 

Uneven road surface and pothole in-between Ivy Dene and the Corn Mill SK11      Ref.No. 

 

      9.2 Rushton Churchyard 

 Council has sent £50.00 (Fifty pounds) towards the Upkeep of the Churchyard 

 

 9.3 “Bus Stop” sign bent on the Main Road. 

 Sign opposite “The Old Police House” on the Main Road is bent over and set in concrete.  Report 

filled in for it to be repaired.  Cllr. Steele in charge. 

      C.C. Gill Heath in charge now. 

 

 



6 
 

9.4 Houses at Marsh Mews, Macclesfield Road, Rushton Spencer 

A house has once again been let at “Marsh Mews” without any local people or the Council being 

consulted. 

Letters had been sent to Ben Haywood and Mark James at S.M.D.C. Planning Dept. 

No response from either 

Clerk to contact Norma Hawkins 

Letter now been handed over to someone else at S.M.D.C.  Still no reply 

Norma Hawkins to contact them again.  Still no reply 

 

9.5 Banking 

 Cllr. Chester has now sorted out the Building Society Signatures i.e. Roger Steele, Martin Chester, 

David Trueman and Jackie Matravers.  He will now look into the prospect of “Internet Banking with 

additional signatories being Martin Chester and Jackie Matravers 

 

9.6 Land on Field behind Will Nixon’s Garage 

 Tree fallen down embankment, 150 yards from the Knott Inn towards Macclesfield, blocking stile. 

Clerk to report.  Ref.  No.21038781 

 

 9.7 Noticeboards 

  Lengthsman has rejuvenated the noticeboards and seat. 

 

9.8 Phone boxes 

 No electric in phone box at Woodhouse Green.  £650.00 to reconnect inc. V.A.T.    Broken panes of 

glass need fixing.  

 Defibulator in this one? Chairman to try and find any available grants. 

 

 One on Station Road 

 Looking for volunteer labour to fix the bookshelves.  David Goodfellow has purchased the wood (to 

be reimbursed) and will fix the shelves free of charge. 

 



7 
 

10. Correspondence  

     10.1 Climate Change Day 

 Julian Ruddick is hoping to organise a Climate Change Day on August 29th 2021. He has asked the 

Council for support. 

 

   Reply:- 

 Rushton Parish Council is happy to support Climate Change in principle, but would like to know the 

formula of the day before supporting any particular events. 

 

 11 Finance 

11.1 The Accounts for 2020/21 were approved and signed as correct by the Chairman 

The following documents were agreed and signed as necessary 

1. Certificate of Exemption 

2. Confirmation of Contact details 

These were emailed to Mazars, External Audit Team 

The following documents were agreed, and signed where necessary and placed  

on the Council’s website 

1. Annual Internal Audit Report 

2. Annual Governance Report 

3. Accounting Statements 2019/20 

4. Explanation of significant variances in the Accounting Statements 

5. Confirmation regarding the exercise of public rights 

6. Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights = accounts for the year 

ending March 31st 2020 

7 Bank Reconciliation 31/03/20  

 

   Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 

 Current Account 

 Balance in account                  £     7, 141.21 
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March 2021 

  

J Sherratt           £        478.79 

  October 20 – March 21 

  Salary           £        450.00 

  Expenses          £        28.79 

 April 2021 

 Parish Precept           £    1,800.00 

 May 21  

 W C Prince and Son          £       146.00 

 Rushton Methodist Church    £         20.00 

 Mr D Goodfellow          £         76.00 

 

 Balance in account                   £  8,220.42 

 Co-op Bank 

 Balance in account         £     2,015.00 

 

12. Open Forum 

 Charles Knowles Lane 

 Full of potholes, some of which have been marked out, 

 

 Telegraph Pole 

 A drunken driver has hit the hedge by Crown Cottage.  No telephone services in the area. 

 

 Flooding 

 Recent repairs have been made to a gully by Deepdale on Beat Lane. 

 Grid soon gets blocked, constantly overflows. 

 Could Highways look at the design of this grid, near to Brook Farm on Beat Lane as it keeps 

flooding?  
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 Sheep Worrying 

 At Sandbank Farm, near to Railway Track. 

 Cllr.Chester has spoken to Jane Bostock Gibson, the Landowner and a Ranger about this situation. 

Jane is now dealing with this situation herself. 

Cllr. Chester will erect the “Keep your dogs on a Lead” signs on the Railway Track, which the Council 

had bought for Mr Gibson to erect.  

 Following letter to Mrs S.J. Bostock Gibson:- 

 It has been brought to our attention that you are now dealing with the Ranger yourself.  We hope 

that you will gain a satisfactory response. 

 

 You ask about liability.  The Parish Council is not in a position to offer advice and suggest you 

contact a solicitor. 

 

 Restoration of feeder 

 Cllr.Lovatt asked if an advert could be placed in the “Link “to see if anyone is interested in restoring 

the Feeder? 

 

 Charles Knowles Farm 

 Has “Change of Use” occurred at this property? 

 

  9. Dates of the next meetings 

  Tuesday, June 8th 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 Tuesday, July 6th 2021 at 7.30.pm 

Tuesday, August 3rd 2021at 7.00 pm  

  

 

 

 

 

  Signature______________    Date__________  


