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Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held at Rushton Methodist Chapel on Wednesday, June 8th 

2022  

Chairman  Mrs S Hughes 

Councillors Mrs V Burns           Mrs J Matravers  Mr M Chester                       
Mr O Goodfellow  Mr D W Lovatt        Mr R Steele               
Mr J Woolley  

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

1. Apologies  

None. All members attended. 

 

2. Signing of Acceptance 

Signed by the Chairman 

 

3. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting, held on May 3rd 2022 

Proposed by Cllr. Chester, seconded by Cllr.Woolley, the Chairman signed the minutes as 

correct 

 

4. Declaration of Interest 

None 

 

5. Planning 

 5.1 Could we please have an extension to the deadline on the Modified Plans to  

SMD/2021/0784 (at bottom of Sugar Street for Chris Rider) 

As it has not appeared on the Planning Application List, Councillors have not had time to 

consider the modified plans. 

Our next meeting is on June 8th 2022, when we hope to discuss it further 

 

 Extension granted 
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 Chairman to forward a reply for the Clerk to send. 

 But in the meantime informed that the Planning Proposal was going to Committee 

 

5.2     SMD/2022/0090 Erection of a detached garage at  The Crest, Macclesfield Road,  Rushton 

Spencer, Staffordshire SK11 OSE  

               Next door neighbours to this Planning Application did not receive any communication from you  

concerning this. 

Can you please explain why? 

 

 Following reply from Chris Johnson, S.M.D.C. 

 Neighbour notification letters were sent to the nearest properties, Smithy House, Smithy Cottage 

and Wall Hill Cottage on 17/03/22 following validation. 

 A site notice was also put up on Macclesfield Road on 12/04/22  

 

 Email to Chris Johnson, S.M.D.C. 

 Residents of Belmont share a drive with Wall Hill Cottage. They want to know why they were not 

notified of the Planning Proposal 

 

  6. Matters arising from the Minutes 

  6.1 New Councillor 

Advertisement for new Councillor to appear in the June edition of “Link” 

Deadline for responses June 30th 2022 

2 prospective applicants so far 

John Pollard and Debbie Hobbs 

Clerk to telephone Marion Hancock at S.M.D.C. 

 

65.2 Highways 

 The Clerk had sent all the outstanding highway concerns via email to Gill Heath C C. 

 New Reference Numbers have been issued for the following:- 

 Sugar Street    4251084 
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 This had been incorrectly reported under trees/hedges/weeds. 

 Highways Inspector to visit again 

 

 Pothole, Alley Lane  4251098 

 Another 2 potholes there. Report again.  Ref.No .4273314 

 

 Following a road traffic accident, the fence at the side of the feeder, by the “Royal Oak” has been 

demolished and needs repairing.  Gill Heath to report.  

 

 Dingle Lane closed at the moment 

 

 The next 3 passed on to Gill Heath 

1) Bottom of 90 degree bend on Dingle Lane, grid is blocked 

 

 11) Pothole on top of Beat Lane, by the junction of Long Edge Road 

 

 111) Pothole – bottom of Askerbank Lane 

 

 How many accidents in area within last 3 years? 

  

 Volunteers wanted for “Speedwatch” 

 

 Speed cameras do not work 

 

6.3 Houses at Marsh Mews, Macclesfield Road, Rushton Spencer 

No shared ownership houses 

Cllr. Goodfellow to examine the original deeds. 
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6.4 Drummer’s Knob 

The Chairman has now contacted 3 local solicitors.  To enquire re the procedure of registering land, 

when the deeds are lost. 

This has been done with no replies received. 

Cllr. Goodfellow is now progressing in taking the job on. 

 

 6.5 Sugar Street Development 

  Previous builders have pulled out of this development. Chairman to draft a letter to send to 

S.M.D.C.  

▪ Not a secure site 

▪ Health and safety issues 

▪ Breaches of conditions already taken place 

▪ Gate now closed 

 

Chairman to contact Building Control 

Site left unsafe and insecure.  Action needs to be undertaken re the safety of the sight. 

Cllr. Chester to contact the Estate Agent as a representative of the Parish Council for update  

 

End of Ivy House appears to be moving 

Porches appear to be moving away from houses 

 

Site now believed to have been sold 

 

Speculation that the houses will now be finished within three months! 

Cllr. Goodfellow has composed a letter for the Clerk to send to Planning 

 

Re: Ivy House, Rushton Spencer, Macclesfield (SK11 0SE) - Planning Ref: SMD/2012/0155 (Appeal 
Ref: APP/B3438/A/12/2180250 granted 15/4/2013) 
 
The Rushton Parish Council (RPC) makes the following important report in relation to the above 
property, land and development (herein together referred as "the Site"). 

1. Work has completely and continuously ceased on the Site for over 12 months; 
2. The Site has been left derelict and unprotected with several of the buildings (and building 

materials) becoming potentially dangerous as a result of being exposed to the elements; 
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3. Some parts of the Site are attracting vermin, and others now at risk of doing so also; 
4. The Site is adjacent to the only nursery/primary in the village school which may suffer 

damage/nuisance with an added unacceptable risk to pupils/staff. There is a very high risk of 
debris (and building materials) being pulled off unfinished structures onto school property, 
especially in high winds. This is completely unacceptable; 

5. The Site's continuous state of disrepair and unsightliness is significantly and adversely affecting 
the amenity of the area; 

RPC have been informed the Site's developers may experience financial difficulties which may 
explain the situation.  
 
Accordingly, RPC would be grateful if the Council would, without delay, investigate and take remedial 
action (if appropriate) using its discretionary powers under the relevant legislation (Sections 77 and 
78 of the Building Act 1984 and/or Part 1 of  Housing Act 2004, Section 34 of the Public Health Act 
1961; Section 4 of the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act; section 83 of the Public Health Act 1936; 
section 80 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, Section 215 of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990) to take control of the Site and prevent the situation deteriorating further. 
 
In addition, RPC also notes that the development has been started (and progressed) with complete 
disregard to, and non-compliance of, a number of conditions as stipulated under the Schedule of 
Conditions of the Appeal Ref: APP/B3438/A/12/2180250 ("the Appeal"). The most flagrant and 
significant of these being (but not being limited to): 

1. Condition 8 - relating to the disposal of surface water and foul sewage;  
2. Condition 15 -  proposed off-site improvements to junction of Sugar Street and Leek Old Road 

and A523; 
3. Condition 16 - detailed scheme of for future maintenance of estate and means of drainage.  

It is RPC's view that unequivocal immediate enforcement action should be sought in respect of all 
the above. 
 
Please confirm receipt of this report within 5 working days of receipt and advise as to your proposed 
course of action. 

 
 

    6.6 H.M. the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in June 2022 

 Very successful day for everyone concerned 

 Thanks to ALL involved for their involvement and support  

 Memento of a water bottle for the schoolchildren still to be gifted 

 A winter flowering cherry tree to be planted on the Main Road 

  

 £425.00 has been claimed from S.M.D.C. in addition to money in grant form of £175.00 from 

Norma Hawkins 

 

 Donations totalling £503.00 have been given to Dane Valley Community First Responders  to help 

with the cost of replacement defibrillator batteries 
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 Another quote needed for installation of a defibullator at Woodhouse Green.    

6.7 Restoration of feeder 

 Cllr.Lovatt asked if an advert could be placed in the “Link “to see if anyone is interested in restoring 

the Feeder?  This has occurred.  Not much response. 

 Canals and Rivers Trust, to be asked for their opinion.  They are claiming “no responsibility” for the 

footpath 

 Ray Perry – “considering water flow in Feeder” 

 

 6.8 Chairman’s Sunday 

 Chairman has spoken with Mr David Wheeldon 

Decision to be made after election of Chairman in May 

 

Chairman and Husband invited to the Chairman’s Sunday at Biddulph on June 26th  

 

  6.9 S.C.C. and S.M.D.C. 

 The Chairman has sent letters of complaints to both parties. 

 S.C.C. 

 Roadworks – lack of contact, poor communication, length of time for roadwork problems to be 

repaired. 

 S.M.D.C. 

 Rubbish at north end of lake. Why at least £250 to empty? 

 

 Both parties have replied 

 

6.10 Council Tax 

 Letter to Mr Steve Robinson 

 Members of Rushton Parish Council were concerned to note that on their Council Tax Invoices, it 

shows an increase of 1.2%, where as a Parish Council they had decided that the Precept should 

remain the same as the previous year 

 Can you please explain?  
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 Mr Robinson did reply and explained the problem 

6.11 Mr Palmer 

Following letter to Mr N Palmer, Hanging Gate 

   

It has been brought to our attention that for a considerable length of time, there has been  

an accumulation of rubbish at the side of your house, causing an environmental, health and  

safety hazard. 

 

The rubbish is particularly hazardous in high winds, when debris flies from the site onto the 

Main Road. 

 

In addition to the above, we have also received additional concerns re4garding the safety 

and legality of the caravan parked on the pavement. We note gas bottles and power cables 

surrounding the caravan causing a significant hazard.   

 

We request that you remove the caravan within 28 days of this letter.          

C.c. Landlord, ARH property Ltd. 

 Cllr. Hughes to deliver the letter to Mr Palmer, but later decided to post it 

Letter to Landlord has already been sent. 

 

Rubbish was removed, now building up again 

Caravan was moved, now back again and facing in opposite direction 

 

PCO, Laura Peacock is hoping to attend the next meeting 

 

7. Correspondence  

 Co-op Bank has closed the Parish Council Account. The money needs to be moved. 
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 Cllr. Steele and Cllr. Chester signed a paper authorising the money to be withdrawn 

 

8. Finance 

  8.1 Raise a cheque for £20.00 for the hire of the Rushton Methodist Church for the April Meeting 

  8.2 Raise a cheque for £139.48 for Staffordshire Parish Council’s Association 

 

   Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 

 Current Account 

 Balance in account                  £     8,254.40   March 31st 2022 

 April 

 Rushton Methodist Church    £          20.00 

 Parish Precept      £      1,800.00 

 May 

 Rushton Methodist Church    £          20.00 

 A J’s            £          25.00 

 Zurich Insurance          £        304.48 

 June 

 Rushton Methodist Church    £          20.00 

 Staffordshire Parish Council’s 

  Association                 £        139.48 

 Jubilee expenses 

 Royal Oak – singer                  £        150.00 

 E Roberts – Morris dancers  £          25.00  

 T.Vape, Blurton – 

 Photograph booth  £          50.00 

Grania – Items from C and C£   374.85 

Mailboxes U K = Flyers        £         48.60 
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Stu’s Loos – Portable toilets £   204.00 

A Hughes – Material for 

        Bunting                            £    172.10 

Blaze Farm - Ice cream       £      90.00 

Jubilee money paid in                                                         £ 350.00      

 

 Co-op Bank 

 Balance in account         £     2,018.10 

 

9. Open Forum 

     No matters forthcoming 

  

10. Cllrs to meet for Social on Tuesday, July 5th 2022 at 7.30 pm at the “Royal Oak” 

 Dates of the next meetings: - Tuesday, July 12th 2022.   at 7.30 pm 

              Tuesday, August 9th 2022 at 7.30 pm 

              Tuesday, September 6th 2022 at 7.30 pm   

                                                          

 

 

  Signature______________    Date__________  


