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Rushton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held on Thursday, April 3rd 2025 at Rushton School at 7.30 

pm 

Chairman  Mrs S Hughes  

Councillors Mrs M Bostock             Mrs V Burns          Mrs D Hobbs                 
Mr J  Pollard               Mr J Woolley 

Clerk Mrs J Sherratt 

 

1. Apologies for absence  

Mr R Steele in hospital, Mr D W Lovatt 

 

2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting 

      Proposed as correct by Cllr. Burns, seconded by Cllr. Hobbs 

  

3. Declaration of Interest 

  None. 

 

4. Planning Application 

    4.1           DOC/2025/0010 Discharge of conditions 3 and 5 in relation to SMD/2022/0532 at Land East   

of Sugar Street, Rushton Spencer, Staffordshire SK11 OSE 

APPROVED 

 

 4.2           SMD/2025/0080 Change of use for former Rushton Chapel.  Proposed plans to 

convert part of the chapel to commercial office place and part to be 

converted into a three bedroom property using the buildings 

existing natural interior partition and external doors at Rushton 

Methodist Church,  Sugar Street , Rushton Spencer , Staffordshire 

SK11 )SG 

 

   Members of Rushton Parish Council fully support this Planning Proposal          
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4.3      SMD/2025/0135 Construction of agricultural shed for storage of hay, agricultural 

machinery and associated agricultural storage at Salter’s Ford Farm, 

Newtown Road, Biddulph, Staffordshire ST8 7SW  

 

Members of Rushton Parish Council fully support this Planning Proposal          

       

5.            Matters arising from the minutes 

 5.1   Highways 

   Bottom of Sugar Street, turning onto Old Road. Any solutions? 

   Cllr.Bostock has provided a map and sent it to David Greatbach, Highways Dept., Ladderedge 

   Map needed re Sugar Street houses 

  

5.2 Restoration of the Feeder   

Cllr. Burns to contact Margaret Clarke for an update.  Meeting March 17th 2025 

Canals and Rivers Trust, Rudyard Lake and Margaret Clarke have recently held a meeting 

No details known 

 Cllr. Burns to ask for update 

 

     5.3  Defibrillator at Cloudside 

 Ongoing.   

 

     5.4 Neighbourhood Plan 

 S.M.D.C. has made some amendments to Plan. 

 Can it now be approved? 

 Ongoing.  No further comments.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

  

    5.5 Telephone Box on Woodhouse Green 

 Ed Heath will hopefully repair. Needs new door hinges, door frame and Perspex windows.  Estimate 

of £1,400,  

 Cllr. Lovatt to speak to residents at Woodhouse Green. Do they want it repaired? 

 

 Spoken to residents.   Majority wish it to remain in situ. 
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   5.6 Sugar Street Housing 

 Gable End at Ivy Cottage has huge crack in it 

 Owners of septic tanks within site need access 

 It has now been sold.   Drainage plans submitted to Environment Agency. 

They would have to pay to discharge into The Feeder 

  

   5.7 Wood Treatment Works 

 Consent form signed and returned 

Noisy machinery now to be used on a Saturday 

Residents meeting in near future 

 

 5.8 Broadband Fibre 

 Ongoing.  They have responded to Alan Weeks. 

 Mary Freeman has changed her job within the Company 

 

   5.9 R.P.C. Website 

 Now, up and running 

  Each Councillor to write a small paragraph about themselves to go on website. 

 All past details to be put on website, in due course 

 

  5.10 Village Lengthsman 

 Dial House Lane – sign on floor. Correction Dye House Lane 

 

  5.11 Flooding etc. 

 Gully/drains blocked 

Chairman to invite M.P. to next meeting 

Write to Highways- could we have flashing light, flood alert 

Edges of road in Woodhouse Green and Tunstall Road are very steep if a car goes off the road 

 

5.12 Royal Observatory Corps 

 R O C to be open for 2 days later on this year.  Admission £5.00 
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 They will attend V E Day  

 Put on website and noticeboard at “Royal Oak” 

 

5.13 Drummer’s Knob 

 Olivier Goodfellow to be asked to complete his work on this.  Chairman unable to contact him. 

 Chairman will notify the Law Society 

 

5.14 Churchyard maintenance 

 Ongoing 

  

 5.15 Bench 

Further assessment needed.  The local one in mind seems to be very long. 

£300.00 limit on purchase.  If successful to be placed at “Royal Oak” 

The Chairman to enquire the price of a new bench, at Churnet Valley Furniture Ltd. 

 

6.                  Correspondence 

     6.1 Vacancy on Parish Council 

 4        applicants to be interviewed 

 

7.  Finance 

 Neighbourhood Plan Account 

   Balance in account         £         5.00 

 Current Account 

 April 

 No check book 

   

 Defibrillator Account 

Balance  £653.53 

Totals to be reconciled at the end of year- March 2025 
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Expenses April 1st – June 30th 2004  £8.55 

Expenses July 1st – September 30th 2024  £8.40 

 

7. Open Forum 

 Potholes on Charles Knowle Lane 

 Outside The Fox, Beat Lane 

 Outside “The Mount”    

  

 Village Survey 

 Cost? 

 Simple questionnaire 

 

  9. Date of the next meeting   Thursday, May 8th 2025 at 7.30pm.  A G M   

 

 

 

 

  Signature______________    Date__________  


